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COLLECTOR’S ACCOUNT. 


Amount of taxes committed, $2,768.51 
Cash paid into treasury, $1,802.40 
State tax receipt, 227.50 
County tax receipt, 634.47 
Highway tax, &c., receipt, 13.09 
Abatements, 38.62 
Note for uncollected taxes, 52.43 
$2,768.51 

Cash Received. 

Received of Collector, for 1860, cash, $1,802.40 

receipt for State tax, 227.50 

receipt for County tax, 634.47 

non-resident highway receipts, 13.09 

of treasurer, for 1859, 248.98 

of Moses Batchelder, on note, 21.77 

of Moses Batchelder, on taxes for 1859, 225.00 

of Martha Clark (borrowed), 500.00 

of town of Canterbury, 3.00 

of town of Bristol, 25.97 

railroad tax, 1859, 152.42 

literary fund, 82.20 

of county, for chaplain, 60.25 

of county, for Phillips’ bills, 31.00 

of Moses Batchelder, back tax, 40.00 

of Moses Batchelder, receipt by Rogers, 50.00 

of Water Company, old tax, receipt by Rogers, 25.90 

$4,143.95 

Paid Outstanding Bills. 

Paid town of Monroe for Collins family, $80.00 

C. C. Cross, town line, 1.00 

J. 8. Morrison, for plank, 1.50 


‘Nathan Bartlett, on road, 1.50 


Paid Folsom Morrill, pike lost, 1.00 
Mrs. Glines, error, 1.00 
R. 8. Whitcher, for George Eaton, 10.00 
Josiah Dearborn, constable, 1859, 3.00 
Thomas Simonds, for wood, 1859, 3.00 
D. M. Huse, error in report, 15 
A. P. Cate, 8. S. Committee, 1859, 7.00 
J. H. Dinsmore, 6.00 
Wesley Knowles, on road, 1.00 
Norris & Rogers, Haines case, 4.50 

$121.25 


Roads and Bridges. 


Paid W. P. & J. Hill, for spikes, 2.00 
Edward Arlin, on road, 2.00 
Levi Bennett, on road, 4.37 
Robert Smith, on road, » 2.50 
Edwin Forrest, on road, 1.00 
Jeremiah Cross, for building bridge, 213.78 
Isaac Whittier, on road, 4.17 
Brown & Dearborn, for lumber, 8.80 
Harrison Brown, on road, 7.00 
John L. Hodgdon, on road, 3.00 
Moses Batchelder, on road, 1.50 
C. M. Glines, for stone, 1.50 
Levi Bennett, on road, 5.62 
W. Small, on road, 17.00 
Charles Buswell, on road, 7 3.00 
Moses Danforth, on road, 1.00 
T. D. Clark, on road, 4.00 
T. L. Morrison, on road, 3.50 
John Hicks, on road, 3.67 
Curtis Whittier, on road, 4.00 
Daniel Titcomb, on road, 3.50 
Henry Buswell, on road, 3.00 
J. A. Cofran, on road, 3.50 
Ebenezer Thurston, on road, 3.79 
Jason Philbrook, on road, 14.00 
B. A. Rogers, for lumber, 48.13 
W. C. French, for lumber, 3.00 
Samuel Martin, for lumber, 8.06 
S. B. Rogers, for lumber, 3.62 
S. B. Rogers, on road, 6.50 
Ebenezer B. Calef, on road, 6.65 
W. C. French, on road, 9.00 


$406.62 


5 ® 
Poor not at Town Farm. 

‘Paid W. P. & J. Hill, for Joseph Danforth, 3.75 
Jonathan Kiniston, 2.00 
David Morrill, 25.00 
Town of Hanover, for H. E. Austin, 27.25 
Andrew Nudd, 5.00 
Moses Danforth, 3.00 
Dr. B. Lyford, for J. Phillips, 11.00 
Dr. B. Lyford, for A. Libby, 1.50 
Dr. B. Lyford, for David Morrill, 8.66 
Dr. B. Lyford, for Huldah Fifield, 00 
Town of Canterbury, for Cass girl, 1.12 
B. A. Rogers, for wood for Joseph Dearborn, 6.50 
M. Moor, for Joseph C. Dinsmore, 2.00 
M. Moor, for Phillips’ bill, . 14.95 
W.C. French, for Phillips’ coffin, 5.00 

$117.28 
Paid Current Hapenses. 

Paid Teacher’s Institute, $15.88 
S. S. Morris, parsonage interest, 7.83 
AS Bae Wyatt," 1.33 
©. C. Robertson, ‘ i 7.33 
William Butterfield, for blanks, 1.88 
B. W. Sanborn, for books, &c., 8.17 
D. EH. Howard, constable, 10.00 
A. P. Cate, Superintending School Committee, 35.25 
R. R. Hutchins, constable, 2.00 
State Reform School, for W. N. Davis, 54.86 
Samuel B, Brown, Committee on town farm, 5.00 
K. 8. Wadleigh, ss ry * 5.00 
John S. Winslow, ie 4 oy 5.00 
John S. Winslow, on accounts of spe tn 1.75 
J. F. Simonds, + 1.75 
Cyrus T. French, town-clerk, 18.76 
R. Howe, 2.00 
Thomas Simonds, on town house, 7.00 
Norris & Rogers, for services, 10.50 
nbs mauvera, “ es 10.00 
Deputy Secretary of State, 2.37 
S. B. Rogers, for stationery, 1.00 
W. C. French, as selectman, 53.00 
W.C. French, as overseer of the poor, 8.00 
W. C. French, treasurer, 12.00 
W. C. French, cash paid out, 12.53 
W. C. French, selectmen’s board, &c., 6.00 
S. B. Rogers, as selectman, 50.00 
8. B. Rogers, overseer of the poor, 11.51 
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Paid 8. B. Rogers, cash paid out for expenses, 17.95 
S. B. Rogers, for horse, &c., out of town, 5.00 
Merrill Moore, as selectman, 11.75 
Merrill Moore, bill for stationery, &c., 3.67 
C. G. Forrest, collector, 50.00 
Auditors, 3.75 
Non-resident highway receipts, 13.09 

$458.91 — 

; Paid State and County Tax. | 

Paid State tax, $227.50 
County tax, 634.47 

$861.97 
Paid debts against the Town. 

Paid William Cilley (note), $532.92 
L. P. Townsend, interest, 12.00 
L. R. Hill, on her note, 35.00 
Hannah Curry, interest, 36.00 
Solon F. Hill, ee 4.00 
Thomas Lyford, “ 30.00 
Rufus Howe, for 1859, 250.00 
Thomas Piper, partial interest, 7.33 

$907.25 
Paid the several Schools. 
District No. 1, S. W. Glines, $85.35 
2, Clough Gorrill, 96.79 
3, David Heath, 61.31 
4, J. M. Whitcher, 78.50 
5, R. R. Hutchins, 98.99 
6, John Kimball, 60.33 
7, John S. Winslow, 65.31 
8, A. R. Osgood, 42.20 
9, Jeremiah Cross, * 20.20 
10, Asa P. Cate, 144.61 
11, Elias Abbott, 35.73 
Marden settlement, 6.90 
Fellows settlement, 6.29 
——- $802.57 
Paid expenses at Poor Farm. 
Paid Rufus Howe, for salary, 250.00 


——- $250.00 


RECAPITULATION. 


The amount received by the selectmen, for the year end- 
ing March, 1861, $4,143.95 


Paid outstanding bills, 
Roads and bridges, 
Poor not at farm, 
Current expenses, 
State and county tax, 
Town debts, 

Schools, 
Poor farm expenses, 
Cash in treasury, 


121.25 
406.62 
117.28 
458.91 
861.97 
907.25 
802.57 
250.00 
218.15 


$4,143.95 


Debts due from the Town. 


Note of Fanny Smith, 


Joseph C. Wyatt, 


Lucy R. Hill, 
Samuel Wyatt, 


Mary 8S. Plummer, 


HK. 8. Wadleigh, 
Thomas Lyford, 
Solon F. Hill, 
Hiram Cross, 


Shubael Dearborn, Jr., 


Hannah Curry, 
Abraham Brown, 


Charles H. Chase, 


L. P. Townsend, 
Sarah Curry, 
Joseph French, 
H. H. French, 
Martha Clark, 


$122.61 
1,072.29 
84.10 
67.41 
201.74 
249.65 
500.00 
49.00 
356.62 
146.46 
624.00 
112.36 
223.66 
211.00 
185.50 
111.83 
167.84 
528.00 


| 


Claims due the Town. 


Note of Moses Batchelder, 
Due on railroad tax, 1860, 


Cash in treasury, 


$78.00 
127.00 
218.15 


Actual debt, March 8, 1861, 


Note of Merrill Moore, 
Back tax, 1859, 
Back tax, 1860, 


Not estimated. 


Respectfully submitted, 
WitiiaM 0. cons, Selectmen 


SAMUEL B. Rogers, 
Merritt Moore, 


4 


$5,014.07 


$423.15 


ae ee 


$4,590.92 


128.51 
90.60 
52.48 


271.59 


of 
Northfield. 
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The undersigned have carefully examined the foregoing accounts, 
and find them correctly cast and properly vouched. _ 


JAMES H. CorrAn, 
Hiram CILLEY, Auditors. 
CHARLES H. ROBERTSON, 


/ 


As there is an apparent increase of the town debt this year of 
$870.88 over that of last year, the selectmen think they should be 
excused for showing what the actual debt was, March 8, 1860, the 
time of making the report last year. 

The claims due from the town were reported to be, 


notes, $4,878.42 
Mr. How’s claim, _ 250.00 
Freewill Baptist Society, 7.35 
$5,130.75 
Claims reported as due the town, were as follows : 
Due from railroad tax, $152.43 
Merrill Moore, 121.24 
Moses Batchelder, 21.00 
Taxes, 1859, estimated good, 506.89 
Taxes, 1858, estimated good, 69.69 
Town of Bristol, 25.97 
Town of Canterbury, 5.00 
Cash in treasury, 248.98 
Money invested in stock, and grain, oO Lite 
$1,410.71 
Reported to be the actual town debt, $3,720.04 
The town has received from the foregoing claims as follows : 
From cash in treasury, $248.98 
Railroad tax, 152.42 
Town of Canterbury, 3.00 
Town of Bristol, 25.97 
From Moses Batchelder, note and interest, 21.77 
Moses Batchelder, 1859, tax, 225.00 
Moses Batchelder, 1859, tax, 50.00 
Moses Batchelder, 1859, note, 78.00 
Moses Batchelder, 1858, tax, 40.00 
Water Co., old tax, 25.90 


Amount received, $871.04 
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The amount reported due from the town was $5,130.95 
Add outstanding bills which have been 
paid this year, and should have been 
reported against the town last year, 121.25 


Actual claims against the town, 
Received on all claims due the town, 


Actual town debt March 8, 1860, 
Reported town debt March 8, 1860, 


Difference between amount received and report, 


Town debt March, 1861, 
Town debt March, 1860, 


Increase of debt of 1861 over 1860, 


: Interest Money. 
The town is paying interest on about 

Interest on above, 

Increase of debt, 


$300.00 

209.76 

Amount paid toward the interest on town debt 
for the year ending March, 1861, 


$90.24 


$5,252.20 
871.04 
$4,381.16 
3,720.04 


$661.12 


$4,590.92 
4,381.16 


$209.76 


$5000.00 


W. C. FREnca, i Selectmen of 


SAMUEL B. Roasrs, 


REPORT OF THE POOR FARM. 
Invoice of Property. 


“ This Year. 
1 pair oxen, $100.00 
1 pair oxen, 80.00 
1 pair oxen, ; 60.00 
9 three years olds, 150.00 
4 two years olds, 48.00 
4 yearlings, . 28.00 
5 cows, 100.00 
18 sheep, 72.00 
3 hogs, 28.00 
19 hens, 6.50 
; Hay. 
8 tons English hay, 120.00 


2% tons of 2d quality, 30.00 
15 tons meadow, 


Northfield. 


Last Year. 
$115.00 
90.00 
45.00 


$672.50 


$270.00 
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Provisions, &c. 


2 barrels pork, $48.00 
1 barrel beef, 12.00 
24 barrels cider, 3.00 
1 barrel of flour, 7.50 
88 lbs. ham, 8.80 
36 lbs. shoulder, 3.00 
75 lbs. fresh beef, 5.25 
118 lbs. cheese, 13.00 
23 lbs. butter, 4.00 
42 lbs. lard, 5.25 
28 lbs. tallow, 2.80 
33 lbs. dried apple, 1.65 
54 bushels corn, 54.00 
32 bushels rye, 32.00 
7 bushels barley, 5.25 
10 bushels oats, 4.50 
5 bushels beans, 7.00 
4 bushel salt, 25 
+ bushel peas, 00 
175 bushels potatoes, 52.50 
14 bushel beets, .60 
50 cabbages, ' 3.00 
1 firkin cucumbers, 1.00 
3 barrels soap, 9.00 
5 lbs. codfish, 25 
14 gallon molasses, OT 
2 lbs. sugar, .20 
1 lb. soda, .08 
4 Ib. hops, 17 
1 Ib. tea, 50 
ginger and tobacco, | 18 
34 lbs. carded wool, 3.50 
84 yards satinet, 6.38 
2 barrels apples and sauce, : 2.00 
14 dozen eggs, 20 
Lumber. 
6000 ft. lumber, $60.00 
22 M. shingles, 66.00 
* Clapboards, 5.00 
Farming tools, 
Added this year, 
Cash paid by county, for chaplain, 
RECAPITULATION. 
Cattle, $672.50 
Hay, 270.00 


Provisions, &c., 297.98 


$297.93 


$131.00 
60.00 
14.00 
60.25 
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Lumber, 131.00 
Farming tools, 74.00 
Chaplain’s board, 60.25 
$1,505.68 
Invoice of March 7, 1860, 1,451.76 
Leaving a balance in favor of farm, of $53.92 
Cash paid Mr. Howe, as Superintendent, $250.00 
Deduct amount in favor of farm, 53.92 
Actual expense of poor on farm, $196.08 


Schedule of Farming Tools. 


2 sets cart wheels, 3 plows, 2 harrows, 4 ox-yokes, 3 pairs bows, 2 
sets irons, 6 chairs, 2 scythes and snaths, 3 rakes, 3 hay-forks, 1 
muck hoe, 1 iron bar, 3 axes, 1 sled, 2 grindstones, 2 shovels, 1 
beetle, 2 iron wedges, 4 augers, 3 saws, 1 cultivator, 1 hammer, 1 
trowel, 1 shave, 4 hoes, 1 slave rake, 25 tie chains, 1 set of measures, 
1 pair sheep shears, 4 baskets, 1 cart body. 


W. C. FRENCH, 
S. B. ROGERS, 


Nore. Two 2 years olds were lost, or died in the pasture, last season. 


; Selectmen. 


SCHOOL REPORT. 


FreiLtow Citizens: The admirable system of government under which 
the people of this State now live was adopted in 1792. The principles 
embodied therein had long prior to that time been thoroughly canvassed, 
and were well understood. The experience of almost seventy years now 
past has tended most strongly to confirm us in the belief of the great prac- 
tical sagacity and wisdom of our fathers, as manifested in their develop- 
ment and adoption. Among other great and cardinal principles which 
they incorporated into that system—and it is the only one to which I 
shall now call your attention—they did not neglect the great one of popu- 
lar education. They emphatically declared that ‘knowledge and learn- 
ing, generally diffused through a community, was essential to a free gov- 
ernment,” and that ‘spreading the opportunities and advantages of educa- 
tion through the various parts of a country, being highly conducive to 
promote this end, it shall be the duty of the legislatures and magistrates 
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in all future periods of this government, to cherish the interests of litera- 
ture and science among the people.” 

In obedience to this just mandate, the people of this State have ever, 
by legislative and other action, endeavored to discharge this most eminent 
duty. They established our present common school system as a means, an 
instrumentality the best they could devise, for diffusing that ‘“‘ knowledge 
and learning” so essential to the development of a proper manhood, and 
every where, all over the State, upon the hill tops and in the valleys, 
among the mountains and on the plains, may be seen the school-house 
filled with our busy youth, being faithfully educated in the elementary 
principles of intellectual and moral education. Great good has undoubt- 
edly been accomplished thereby. We see this result every where. We 
recognize it in the general thrift, the great sobriety, and the remarkable 
intelligence of the people. But the system is not yet perfect, and for the 
common school there is much to be done ere it shall be able fully to ac- 
complish its great work. The law itself can not do it. It may furnish 
the ways and means, and this is all it can do. Individual action alone 
can do the rest. 

In order, then, that I may incite you to continue this great work, and 
so do your part thereof in your day and generation. I purpose at this 
time to briefly call your attention to a consideration of your personal duty 
in this matter. Permit me, then, with this object in view, to call your 
attention to your duty to your children as scholars. 

I presume that in view of the eminent usefulness to all of a good educa- 
tion, you earnestly desire to do every thing you can to aid your children 
in its attainment. 

You are aware that knowledge is power, and your experience in the 
discharge of the duties of life tends strongly to confirm you in the opinion 
that such a power is absolutely necessary for your children, to enable them 
honorably to transact the business incident to their future position in 
society, whatever it may be. Yet, with views so prevalent and so just, 
how is it that so many are so entirely neglectfulof their duty? How is it 
and why is it that so many of our schools are failures, or’ at 
least partially so? I believe that the great cause of failure lies not in the 
system nor the law, but in the fact that we do not fully appreciate the 
necessity of personal attention and work in their behalf. Let me tell you, 
then, what I believe you, each one of you, ought to do in this matter, and 
this I shall do under the following heads: 


GOVERNMENT OF SCHOOLS. 


All schools, to be successful, must be well governed. Children well gov- 
erned at home are almost always obedient in school. To govern and 
direct them as scholars properly, is really deserving of much more atten- 
tion and care than we are disposed to give to this important subject. It is 
generally vastly easier to give our views of what we ought not to do, 
than what we ought todo. I shall, nevertheless, undertake to make some 
suggestions for your consideration as to the proper directions we ought in 
all cases to give our children at the commencement of each and every 
term. Every parent should take especial pains to impress, and do it with 
great kindness, upon the minds of his children, this one great fact, that 
the teacher, while in the charge of, the school, stands in law in his place, 
with the same right of government, and that they must obey him or her 
as surely and cheerfully as they would the parent. This is not generally 
so understood, and too many children go to school with the idea that the 
teacher is subordinate in this respect. Out of this wrong impression not 
unfrequently a great deal of mischief arises. Tell your children, then, 
parents, as you value good conduct in them, that they must obey their 
teachers 1n all their reasonable requirements. Tell them that suchis the 
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law of the State, and your law, from which you never will suffer an 
appeal. Tell them that obedience is an element of good character, and 
the precursor of success; and that they must never expect your interferance 
with their teacher unless in some aggravated case, 

In such a case I would respeetfully suggest to you never to express an 
opinion against their teacher or school, until you have first, without the 
knowledge of your children, examined into any and all the alleged charges, 
and then never until you have first seen and advised with the teacher. 
You will be astonished to see, if you pursue this course, how readily, 
apparently, great difficulties in school decrease, and not unfrequently 
totally disappear, as you come to investigate them in this spirit. Parents, 
sometimes, when their children become dissatisfied, sympathize with them, 
and, without examination or much reflection, do and say what, in their 
reflex influences, most seriously damages the future of the scholar and the 
school. I say it in all kindness to you, parents, then, that if you wish to 
see your children become good scholars ; if you wish to have good schools, 
you must lay the foundation thereof in the obedience of your children. 
Order is Heaven’s first law, and the earlier you train them to be obedient 
to. the laws of home, of the school-room, of the State and the Country, the 
surer you may be that they will grow up around you the pride of your 
family, and the ornament of any society into which the chances of life 
may throw them. 

The influence upon a scholar who has become dissatisfied with his 
teacher, -f the parent, without great precaution, should attempt to vindi- 
cate his course, particularly if he isin fault, is not unfrequently most 
disastrous. Children are more shrewd in these matters than most at first 
suppose. They know when they misrepresent, and why, and if they suc- 
ceed in deceiving the parent they surely lay the foundation for other 
attempts at fraud, as they grow older; and having succeeded in one they 
are encouraged to go on, step by step, until they are finally ruined. 

As you value and hope for the success of your children in the uncertain 
future yet before them, I beseech you never—no never—encourage in 
the least the fault-finding dispositions of your children as to their teach- 
ers. On the other hand, rather strengthen their hands by kind words 
and generous action—do all you can to encourage them. They need it. 
The office of a teacher in our common schools is one of no ordinary char- 
acter. Duty requires him to meet and govern as many different disposi- 
tions as he has scholars. Every one of you are aware of the truth of this 
position. Itis your duty—the duty of each one of you—to sustain most 
generously all your instructors. I do not mean, nor would J have you so 
understand me, that there are no teachers whom you ought not to look 
after. There are undoubtedly somesuch. A wise circumspection and a 
just discrimination, in view of what I have already suggested, is what I 
should urge upon your favorable consideration in every and all such cases. 


SCHOOL BOOKS. 


Another difficulty, sometimes quite serious, and to which I earnestly 
direct your attention, is a want of suitable school books. I find this a 
most serious drawback in most of our schools. Many scholars go on, day 
after day, without such, and the result is a discouragement on their part 
anda disarrangement of the classes, all which endangers and lessens the 
prosperity of the school. A farmer might, with as much propriety, and 
with as good prospect of success, send his hired help into the field with 
the half of a tool, and require him to do a full day’s work, as to send his 
children to school with half of the necessary books, or without any, and 
expect them to make progress. Let me urge you, then, parents, to look to 
your duty in this matter. Do not cheat your children by neglecting to 
furnish them in season with all necessary books, and such, too, as are in 
use in your school. 
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I am not here to be understood as approving of the wretched practice, 
now so generally in vogue in this State, of changing so often our school 
books. This is a great evil, and I do hope that our legislature will soon 
take some decided action in this matter, and give or provide for the children 
of the whole State one uniform series of books. In my judgment, such 
action would contribute vastly to success. It would give permaneney to 
the system, and would be a great boon to both teacher and pupil. 


PUNCTUALITY. 


Another point which I wish to urge upon you is to send your children 
promptly and punctually to school. Regularity is the basis of good schol- 
arship. Education isa great and positive blessing to all; but education 
does not come entirely from books. Among the elements of a proper 
education there is nothing which so clearly conduces to success in life, and 
is more essential to that end, than punctuality. Therefore learn your 
children, as a great necessity, to be prompt and punctual at school. Im- 
press this point upon their minds with all the power you possess. Never 
suffer them to be absent from school a single moment, if it is possible. 
Urge this noble habit upon them, day by day, and so shall you lay for 
them the foundation of a general education which shall hereafter redound 
to their honor and your happiness, in that. busy life into which they are 
fast hurrying. 

But I find I am already extending this report further than I intended; 
yet Ido not feel at liberty to dismiss myself from the duty of calling 
your attention to the condition of the school-houses in town. 


SCHOOL-HOUSES. 


Many of them are greatly in want of repair. I need not discriminate. 
You all know how this is, and where they are. There are many reasons 
why they should be rebuilt and refitted. They are now open and cold in 
winter, and I can hardly see how scholars can escape suffering, who are 
obliged to attend the schools taught in then. Independent of any and all 
physiological considerations, it is perfectly evident that no school can be 
kept so orderly, nor make so good progress, where the scholars are obliged 
to be constantly moving about to keep themselves comfortable. Let me 
again strongly urge you, in such districts, to awake to your duty in this 
respect. A neat, well lighted*and well ventilated school-house is an 
ornament to any district; and, aside from its beauty, utility and necessity, 
as such, to the school, adds to the value of real estate in its neighbor- 
hood; and, beside, is always and every where considered as an evidence of 
good taste as well as ability on the part of the district. 


LOCATION OF THE SCHOOL-HOUSE. 


The location of the school-house as well as its adaptation to its design, 
needs, in my belief, a great deal more of care and attention than has ever 
yet been bestowed upon it. In its location, among others, it involves a 
physiological question of the present and future health of our children, of 
no small moment. It has long been known that some locations are more 
healthy than others. No discreet person would hazard the lives of him- 
self and family by locating his dwelling-house knowingly in any place 
where fetid exhalations, or the poisonous miasma of our low lands, like 
the autumnal morning fog, were continually hanging over his home. In 
the selection of a spot for the school-house, we should always act upon this 
principle. We should select the most pleasant, the most healthy and the 
most beautiful to be found. A few dollars more or less in cost is not to be 
taken into the account for a single moment. There are other points in 
this connection, such as visiting the schools, size of the play-grounds, the 
setting out of shade trees, furnishing the school with globes, black-boards, 
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and all other necessary furniture and apparatus, all which conduce to make 
better schools, to which I might with great propriety call your attention. 
This, however, I have heretofore done in my annual reports, and I have 
now no time to go further. 

The subject of education—the education of the young—is one of the 
most intense interest to us all. Every annual meeting which we here 
attended reminds us that we are rapidly passing onward over life’s great 
thorough-fare. Were not this sufficient, the trembling hand, the dim- 
ned eye, the faltering step, the broken voice, and the failing memory (it 
would seem) would not fail to impress us with this melancholy fact. Our 
children are rapidly pressing upon our rear. They follow close behind, and 
will soon be in our places upon the great theater of active life. Shall they 
be qualified to act well their part? This excellent government, under 
which our fathers lived and died, and.under which we and our children 
now live, has answered this deeply interesting question by providing the 
way and means. Let us, then, anxiously look to and earnestly do our 
duty. Let us see to it that our little ones are well cared for, both as to 
their moral and intellectual qualifications. Let us see to it that we each 
one of us so fully, so earnestly and so faithfully discharge our duty to 
them, that when we, in the order of Providence, come to deliver to them 
as our successors, our family records, we may proudly say, My son, my 
daughter, behold the record of my fidelity to you; go you and do likewise. 

So shall we do our part, not only toward making them able, honor- 
able and efficent members of the great brotherhood of humanity, but also 
toward the perpetuity of the most glorious system of government ever 
devised by man. All which is respectfully submitted. 


taihss 


ay A. P. CATE, S. S. Committee. 
Northfield, March 12, 1861. 


DISTRICT REPORT. 


District No. 1. This district, the first organized in town, once contained 
a large number of scholars. It has but few now. There are, however, 
some good scholars. ~The Summer school was taught by Miss ELrcta A. 
CLARK. She is a good teacher. Her government was good and the 
improvement fair. 

The Winter term was kept by Mr. Coartes D. Wiaartn. His efforts 
to keep an orderly school seemed to be decisive. Mr. W. is a young man, 
and will, I think, make a good teacher. The government and improve- 
ment were good. 


Dis. No. 2. The School in this district was taught by Miss ALMEDA 
M. Forrest, both terms. Here are but few scholars. The school was 
well governed, and the improvement was good. Miss F. seemed to have a 
good deal of care and interest for its standing, and succeeded well. There 
were, in this district, however, hardly scholars enough during the term to 
incite the proper emulation to make a first-rate school, and the same 
remark may be well made of several other districts in town. This dis- 
trict is wealthy, has a large amount of school money, and might well 
educate many more than it does. 


Dis. No. 3. The Summer term was taught by Miss Emma M. GILE. 
The scholars are mostly quite young. The school appeared well, and I 
think the order and improvement were good. ) 

The Winter term was taught by Miss H. A. R. SyMonps. At my first 
visit the school appeared quite well. At my last I found but a very few 
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scholars, so that I was not able to judge comparatively of its hae aye 
under her instruction. Those present appeared well. 


Dis. No. 4. Here is one of the largest and best schools in hol Re : 
district holds up its number better than this. Here I found some excel- 
lent scholars, and I think I can safely say that we have no school which — 
will furnish so many good readers as this. This district was fortunate in — 
its teachers. The Summer term was taught by Miss Horatia ELLIOT, : 
and the Winter by Mr. — Pacer. Both were active in the discharge of ty 
their duties, and both sueceeded well. 4 


Dis. No. 5, Here is a large school. It was taught i in the Summer term _ 
by Miss Susan G. Ayers. Miss Ayers is quite young, and had had 
but little experience. The Winter school was taught by Mr. Moses R. 
EASTMAN, who appeared quite active and energetic on my first visit. 
From the appearance of the school and the teacher, I was satisfied he had 
entered upon the discharge of his duty with a determination to do honor.) ae 
to himself and justice to his charge. Owing to 2 mistake made by-him as mt 
to the time of closing the school, I did not again visit it. I inst informed 
that he gave good satisfaction. 


Dis. No. 6. This school I was much pleased with. Here are some fine 
little scholars. They all seemed interested in their studies and solicitous as 
to their behavior. Both Summer and Winter terms were well kept—the 
former by Miss Repucca V. KiMBALL, and the latter by Miss Lizzie G. 
KimBaLu. The improvement was decided and the government good. 


Dis. No. 7. This district deserves the credit of having one of the best, 
if not the very best school-house in town. The school is large, compara- 
tively, and contains some good scholars. i 

The Summer school was kept by Miss DoroTHy He, and the Win- 
ter by Miss ORIETTE WHIDDEN. They are both excellent teachers, and 
the school appeared very well at all of my visits. 


Dist. No. 8. This school was kept by Miss — Puritprook. There was 
no Summer term, all of the money is expended in the Winter term. I 
did not visit this school but once. It then appeared quite well, and lam 
informed that Miss P. gave good satisfaction. 


Dist. No. 10. This district is now the largest in town. It has many 
mischievous and disorderly scholars; it seems to me a larger proportion 
than I have ever known elsewhere. It is a yery hard school to govern. 
There are some good and many backward scholars. The Summer term 
was taught by ‘Miss Oxrerre WHIDDEN, to whom I have heretofore 
referred. 


The Winter term was taught by Mr. JAMES N. Forrest, an able and 
experienced teacher. Both schools appeared well, and the parents of the 
district, in my judgment, ought to be well satisfied with the untiring 
efforts made by both of these teachers to govern the school and improve 
their children. 


Dis. No. 11. A small school ; was kept by Miss EL1isaABETH SMITH. 
_ There is but one term in the year. The school was well aibatae a and 
the improvement was good. 


Dis. No. 12. This was also a very small haat and kept by Miss 
Saran B. Cross. The scholars are not much advanced, but were orderly 
and seemed anxious to improve. Miss Cross seems to be well adapted for 
the position which she has now occupied for several terms. 

For all other matters in further detail relating to the schools in the sey- a: Mee 
eral districts, I beg leave to refer you to Bish report to be filed with the | ¥ 
town-clerk. : | 


A. P. CATE, S. S. Committee. , otie te 
Northfield, March 12, 1861. ty Som | 


